OFFERING OF LETTERS

National Coalition for the Homeless

Bread for the World is an advocacy organization which lobbies for public policies that address the needs of
hungry and poor people in our nation and around the world. Each year, Bread for the World sponsors an
offering of letters campaign. In this campaign, participants write letters to members of Congress in order
to impact policy decisions. Contact Bread for the World for their specific focus for 201. Start by using
their website: www.bread.org/ol
• Publicize extensively before the actual letter-writing campaign. As with other events during National
Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week, send out news releases, post flyers, and utilize other media.
That way, community members will know both locations and times to either write a letter or drop one
off.
• Decide when you would like to have an Offering of Letters campaign during Awareness Week. Some
communities set up a booth for one day, while other communities have distributed letter writing information following the events during Awareness Week.
•
•

Find the names and contact information of Congressional representatives for your district.
Ask local businesses and sponsors to buy postage, envelopes, pens, and paper.

• Hand-written letters are best; draft a sample letter that community members can replicate--please
contact Bread for the World for sample letters. Some community members may have never written to
their Congressional representatives, so make this experience as convenient and straightforward as possible to encourage successive letter writing.
• Provide information about hunger and homelessness during the letter writing so that community
members can include compelling statistics/facts in their letters on the need for supportive legislation.
You can obtain this information from Bread for the World.
• Urge community members to continue their political action through voting and by writing letters to,
calling, and visiting local Congressional representatives.

To receive the offering of letters 201 kit and more information about Bread for the World, please contact:

Bread for the World
425 3rd St., SW; #1200
Washington, DC 20024
Phone: (202) 639-9400 and (800) 82-BREAD
Fax: (202) 639-9401
Email: bread@bread.org
Website: www.bread.org/OL
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